New Hampton Curriculum
New Hampton Community School District
Social Studies Standards and Benchmarks - SS
Eighth Grade: US History (Civil War to 1930’s)

SS.MS8. 1: Culture: The students will examine the impact of culture and cultural diversity. (MCGF)
SS.MS8. 1 A - E Benchmarks
The student will be able to:
A. Compare similarities and differences in the ways groups, societies, and cultures meet
human needs and concerns. (MCGF, GE)
B. Explain how information and experiences may be interpreted by people from diverse
cultural perspectives and frames of reference. (MCGF, GE, CE)
C. Explain how language, literature, the arts, architecture, other artifacts, traditions, beliefs, values, and behaviors contribute to the development and transmission of culture.
MCGF, GE)
D. Explain why individuals and groups respond differently to their physical and social
environments and/or changes to them on the basis of shared assumptions, values, and
beliefs. (MCGF, GE)
E. Articulate the implications of cultural diversity, as well as cohesion, within and
across groups. (MCGF)
Assessed by: Checklist, Rubric, Student Performance/Product, Assessments (quizzes
and tests), and Teacher Observation

SS.MS8. 2: Time, Continuity, and Change: The students will develop a historical per-

spective of the ways human beings view themselves in and over time. (GE) (NCDG)
SS.MS8. 2 A - F Benchmarks:
The student will be able to:
A. Demonstrate an understanding that different scholars may describe the same event
or situation in different ways but must provide reasons or evidence for their views. (GE,
MCGF)
B. Identify and use key concepts such as chronology, causality, change, conflict, and
complexity to explain, analyze, and show connections among patterns of historical
change and continuity. (GE)
C. Identify and describe selected historical periods and patterns of change within and
across cultures, such as the rise of civilizations, the development of transportation systems, the growth and breakdown of colonial systems, and others. (CE, GE)
D. Identify and use processes important to reconstruction and reinterpreting the past,
such as using a variety of sources, providing, validating, and weighing evidence for
claims, checking credibility of sources, and searching for causality. (GE, ES)
E. Develop critical sensitivities such as empathy and skepticism regarding attitudes, values and behaviors of people indifferent historical contexts. (HOTS, MCGF)
F. Use knowledge of facts and concepts drawn from history, along with methods of historical inquiry, to inform decision-making about and action-taking on public issues. (ES)
Assessed by: Checklist, Rubric, Student Performance/Product, Assessments (quizzes
and tests), and Teacher Observation
SS.MS8. 3: People, Places and Environment : The students will make informed decisions by understanding the organization of human populations, the physical earth, its
resources and how they interrelate. (HOTS)(GE)
SS.MS8. 3 A - E Benchmarks:
The student will be able to:
A. Demonstrate an understanding of the five themes of geography and use geograhic

terms correctly in map and atlas activities. (LS)
B. Use distance and scale, distinguish direction, relative location and spatial distribution. (LS)
C. Describe how people create places, like communities and cities, that reflect their values, culture and wants and needs. (MCGF)
D. Describe how historical events have shaped and been shaped by physical and human
forces in local settings and beyond. (GE)
E. Develop the six steps of “The Big Six” to solve information and social problems in order to become independent learners. (ES, CE, GE, HOTS, LS)
Assessed by: Checklist, Rubric, Student Performance/Product, Self Evaluations, Assessments (quizzes and tests), and Teacher Observation

SS.MS8. 4: Individual Development and Identity : The students will utilize knowledge
of individual development and identity to gain insight into personal behavior. (CE) (ES)
(NCDG)
SS.MS8. 4 A - H
The student will be able to:
A. Relate personal changes to social, cultural, and historical contexts. (MCGF)
B. Describe personal connections to place--as associated with community, nation, and
world. (GE)
C. Describe the ways family, gender, ethnicity, nationality, and institutional affiliations
contribute to personal identity. (NCDG)
D. Relate such factors as physical endowment and capabilities, learning, motivation,
personality, perception, and behavior to individual development. (ES, CE)
E. Identify and describe ways regional, ethnic and national cultures influence individu-

als’ daily lives. (GE, MCGF)
F. Identify and describe the influence of perception, attitudes, values, and beliefs on personal identity. (ES, NCDG, CE)
G. Identify and interpret examples of stereotyping, conformity, and altruism. (ES,
NCDG)
H. Work independently and cooperatively to accomplish goals. (ES, NCDG)
Assessed by: Checklist, Rubric, Student Performance/Product, Assessments (quizzes
and tests)< and Teacher Observation
SS.MS8. 5: Individuals, Groups, and Institutions : The students will understand how
institutions are formed, maintained, or changed and how they influence individuals,
cultures, and societies. (GE)(ES)(NCDG)(MCGF)
SS.MS8. 5 A - G Benchmarks:
The student will be able to:
A. Demonstrate an understanding of concepts such as role, status and social class in describing the interactions of individuals and social groups. (ES)
B. Analyze group and institutional influences on people, events, and elements of culture. (ES, CE)
C. Describe the various forms institutions take and the interactions of people with institutions. (ES)
D. Identify and analyze examples of tensions between expressions of individuality and
group or institutional efforts to promote social conformity. (HOTS, GE)
E. Identify and describe examples of tensions between belief systems and government
policies and laws.
F. Describe the role of institutions in furthering both continuity and change. (ES)
G. Apply knowledge of how groups and institutions work to meet individual needs and
promote the common good. (NCDG, ES)

Assessed by: Checklist, Rubric, Student Performance/Product, Assessments (quizzes
and tests), and Teacher Observation

SS.MS8. 6: Power, Authority, and Governance : The students will understand the historic development of structures of power, authority, and governance and their evolving
functions in contemporary society. (GE) (ES)
SS.MS8. 6 A - D Benchmarks:
The student will be able to:
A. Identify and describe the basic features of the U.S. political system, identify leaders
from various levels and branches of government. (GE)
B. Examine the rights and responsibilities of the citizen in relation to family, peer, school
and community. (ES, NCDG, CE)
C. Explain conflict and cooperation among societies and nations. (GE)
D. Investigate government operations which meet wants and needs, control territory,
manage conflict and establish order. (GE)
Assessed by: Planners, Student Performance/Product, Assessments,(quizzes and tests),
and Teacher Observation

SS.MS8. 7: Production, Distribution, and Consumption: The students will learn about
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption so that they can make informed
economic decisions. (ES)(GE)
SS.MS8. 7 A - E Benchmarks:
The student will be able to:
A. Produce examples of how economic systems make decisions about what to produce
and how to distribute goods and services. (ES)

B. Describe how supply and demand, price incentives and profit influence production
and distribution in a market economy. (GE)
C. Design a model that shows the range of institutions, with emphasis on government,
that make up an economic system. (ES, GE)
D. Use price, supply and demand, as well as other economic concepts, to explain market
forces. (ES, NCDG)
E. Compare and contrast different kinds of specialized work and its value in the exchange of goods and services, both in the U.S. and in world trade. (HOTS)
Assessed by: SQ3R, KWL, Student Performance/Product, Assessments (quizzes and
tests), and Teacher Observation

SS.MS8. 8: Science, Technology, and Society: The students will understand the relationship between science, technology, and society when addressing human issues, problems, and opportunities. (TECH) (GE)
SS.MS8. 8 A - C Benchmarks:
The student will be able to:
A. Use specific examples to illustrate how science and technology have changed views
of the natural world. (TECH)
B. Describe how values, beliefs have been influenced over time by science and technology. (printing, witchcraft, and genetics) (TECH)
C. Explain the impact of rules/laws to govern science and technology’s impact on ethical behavior. (TECH)
Assessed by: Checklist, Rubric, Student Performance/Product, Assessments (quizzes
and tests), and Teacher Observation
SS.MS8. 9: Global Connections: The students will be able to construct connections between their lives and the realities of global interdependence.(GE) (CE) (ES) (NCDG)

SS.MS8. 9 A - D Benchmarks:
The student will be able to:
A. Identify ways in which the quality of a persons life is affected by people from other
nations. (GE)
B. Identify and use resources to describe the main elements of a global issue. (GE)
C. Identify and describe the effects of changing technologies on the global community.
(TECH, GE)
D. Investigate concerns, standards, issues and conflicts related to universal human
rights. (GE)
Assessed by: Student Performance/Product, Assessments(quizzes and tests), and
Teacher Observation

SS.MS8. 10: Civic Ideals and Practices: The students will apply the ideals, principles
and practices of citizenship in a democratic republic through the development of civic
attitudes and values. (ES) (NCDG)
SS.MS8. 10 A - G Benchmarks:
The student will be able to:
A. Identify and interpret the source of the rights and responsibilities of citizens, provide
examples of these sources. (GE, CE)
B. Examine and explain the origins and continuing influence of the democratic republican form of government. (GE)
C. Practice various forms of public discussion consistent with the ideas of a democratic
republic. (GE, CS)
D. Compare and contrast the effectiveness or various actions citizens take to shape public policy decisions. (HOTS, GE)

E. Organize and apply data about selected public issues; identify, describe and evaluate
multiple points of view. (MCGF, GE)
F. Plan, implement and reflect on service hours in the community. (HOTS, GE)
G. Demonstrate the cognitive understanding and application of the six pillars of Character Counts. (CE, GE, ES)
Assessed by: Checklists, Rubrics, Peer Evaluations, Self-Evaluations, Assessments
(quizzes and tests) and Teacher Observation

SS.MS8. 11: Habits of the Mind: The student will develop and apply the skills of critical thinking, creative thinking, and self-regulation to enhance social studies learning.
(HOTS, CE, ES)
SS.MS8. 11 A - C Benchmarks:
A. Engage in creative thinking to solve problems, including engaging intensely in tasks
even when answers or solutions are not immediately apparent, pushing the limits of
his/her knowledge and abilities, generating, trusting, and maintaining his/her own
standards of evaluation, and generating new ways of viewing a situation outside the
boundaries of standard conventions. (HOTS, ES)
B. Utilize self-regulation techniques in their daily lives, including being aware of
his/her own thinking, using a planner for daily organization, being aware of necessary
resources, being sensitive to feedback, and evaluating the effectiveness of his/her actions. (HOTS, NCDG)
C. Utilize critical thinking in daily tasks, including being accurate and seeking accuracy,
being clear and seeking clarity, being open-minded, restraining impulsivity, taking a
position when the situation warrants it, and being sensitive to others’ feelings and level
of
knowledge. (HOTS)

D. Use the seven reading comprehension/thinking strategies to facilitate understanding
in the social studies setting.(HOTS)
Assessed by: Planners, Checklists, Student Performance/Product, Assessments
(quizzes and tests), and Teacher Observation

Benchmark Identification:
CS - Communication Skills Benchmark
LS - Learning Skills Benchmark
CE - Career Education Benchmark
MCGF - Multicultural Gender Fair Benchmark
HOTS - Higher Order Thinking Skills Benchmark
GE - Global Education Benchmark
TECH - Technology Benchmark
ES - Employability Skills Benchmark
NCDG - National Career Development Guidelines Benchmark

Materials and Resources

Text: Dr. James West Davidson and Dr. Michael B. Stoff. The American Nation:
Civil War to the Present. PEARSON Prentice Hall Upper Saddle River, New Jersey
Needham, Massachusetts.

Textbook Supplementary Materials:
Managing Program Resources
Chapter Resources
Assessment Resources
Extension Resources
Junior Scholastic Magazine
by Scholastic

Map Skills Resources:
Junior Scholastic Magazine
by Scholastic
World Newsmap Of The Month
by WNOTM
Iowa Road Map Unit

Videos:
Legends of the Fall
Numerous other films and videos from Keystone Education
Agency

Web sites: casa-resources.net>
Encarta Encyclopedia
us/nhmpt/index.htm
nyhistory.com/harriettubman/life.htm
afgen.com/john_brown1.html
jefferson.village.virginia.edu/jbrown/family.html
rootsweb.com>
grocities.com>
beavton.k12.or.use/barrens/revwarreports/sampson.html>
distinguished.woman.com/biographers/sampson.html>
britannica.com
trumbletrumbull.com
askjeeves.com
beau.lib.la.us/~belflowr/bgard/bgard.htm

There are several other web sites that are used during 8th Grade U.S. History.
Human Resources:
Gerald Carney--Pearl Harbor
Robert Johann--Pearl Harbor
Eileen Kennedy--Pearl Harbor
Field Trips:

Office of Chickasaw County Attorney
Chickasaw County Court House
Washington D.C.

Service Learning Opportunities

The eighth grade students will have service learning opportunities in order to develop a
sense of service to their family, neighborhood, school, community, civic organization, or
church. Research states that service learning is a strategy that develops some of the characteristics of an empowered, enlightened citizen: The characteristics of an empowered,
enlightened citizen are:
Honesty Problem Solving Ability
Active Participant (leadership, team and individual)
Respect and awareness of self and others (self confidence, caring, intrinsic satisfaction)
Socially Responsible/Reliable (accountability)
Service learning projects will be extensions of the learning activities of the social studies
curriculum. Each eighth grade student will be required to plan, implement, and reflect
on eight hours of community service, which is two hours per quarter. A service journal
form will be required with planning, pre-approval by the teacher, reflection, and confirmation by the supervising adult required.

All projects will require the approval of the teacher and supervision by an adult family
member, neighbor, youth leader, Scout leader, pastor, coach, or other
adult supervisor.

Eighth Grade Social Studies
Units of Study and Textbook Course of Study

UNIT 5 DIVISION AND REUNION
Chapter 16 “Slavery Divides the Nation”(1820-1861)
Chapter 17 “The Civil War”(1861-1865)
Chapter 18 “Reconstruction and the Changing South”(1863-1890)

UNIT 6 TRANSFORMING THE NATION
Chapter 19 “The New West”(1865-1914)
Chapter 20 “Industrial Growth”(1865-1914)
Chapter 21 “A New Urban Culture”(1865-1914)

UNIT 7 A NEW ROLE FOR THE NATION
Chapter 22 “The Progressive Era”(1876-1920)
Chapter 23 “Becoming a World Power”(1865-1916)
Chapter 24 “World War I”(1914-1919)

UNIT 8 PROSPERITY, DEPRESSION, AND WAR
Chapter 25 “The Roaring Twenties”(1919-1929)
Chapter 26 “The Great Depression”(1929-1941)

